
 
CENTRE FOR THE STUDY OF INDIAN DIASPORA 

 
Course         : M.Phil./ Ph.D. 
Semester      : I (1st Semester) 

 Duration: July- December 
Course Instructor: CSID Faculty

Course Number : SD701                  
Core/ Optional   : Core Course 
No. of Credits    : 4 (Four) 

Title of the Course: 
Diaspora Studies: Theories, Contexts, Issues 

 
Course Description: 
 
This course attempts to familiarize the research students with certain basic issues and theoretical 
premise of international migration, transnationalism and diaspora studies. It attempts to introduce 
the students with certain core themes and questions – histories of Diaspora; the critical processes 
of transformation of the Diasporic communities; their negotiations for new identities and space in 
the adopted lands with a simultaneous cultivation of imaginary and real socio-cultural, economic 
and political ties with the homeland; ethnic and gendered narratives; and the representations and 
productions of Diasporic communities.     
 
Course Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the end of the course, the students will be able to: 
 

 Understand the various theories of diaspora, migration and transnationalism. 
 Present their views in both written and oral form 
 Assess and critique published research papers in peer-reviewed journals 
 Interpret ‘diaspora’ 

 
Course Outline: 
 
There are five units in this course 
 

Unit –I: Theories of Migrations  
Unit-II: Theories of Diaspora 
Unit-III: Theories of Transnationalism 
Unit-IV: Diaspora Studies: Contexts  
Unit-V: Diaspora Studies: Issues 

 
Course Evaluation 
 

 Internal Assessments = 40 marks; End Semester Exam = 60 marks  
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